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Indeed, everyone in Tigerton should be very

proud of their village’s first 100 years.
All of us can look backward on a century of

achievements large and small, of four genera-
tions of hard-working and God-fearing families.

But this centennial also marks a time to look
forward to the future.

The pioneering spirit that inspired the peo-
ple of Tigerton in its first century lives on
today, stronger than ever.

I am confident that the people of Tigerton
will make their second century a time of
unbounded opportunity and success.

Tigerton and each city and town of our great
country and our great State of Wisconsin is
unique, but all are bound together in the love
of these United States.

As the people of Tigerton commemorate this
anniversary, we have a splendid opportunity to
renew our commitment to preserve the spirit
which has forged America into a land of won-
der. I am proud to join you, the people of
Tigerton, in making such a commitment on
this historic occasion.

Mr. Speaker, with hearty congratulations
and best wishes for continued milestones, I
salute the village of Tigerton.
f
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
today I would like to pay tribute to an out-
standing individual from my district, Mr. Henry
A. Dawson. Mr. Dawson will retire this month
after 22 years of dedicated service as the ex-
ecutive director of the Springfield Girls Club
Family Center.

A native of Rocky Mount, NC, Mr. Dawson
enjoyed distinguished military and athletic ca-
reers before arriving in Springfield in 1970 to
pursue a masters degree at Springfield Col-
lege and to begin his tenure at the Girls Club
Family Center. For the last 22 years Henry
Dawson has served as the executive director
of the Family Center and has touched the
lives of thousands of young people in the
Springfield area.

Under Mr. Dawson’s direction, the Family
Center established many outstanding pro-
grams. Among these projects are the Project
Extra Plus and Project Extra Plus Preschool,
which provided day care with a large variety of
recreational activities for school-age and pre-
school children during nonschool hours. In ad-
dition, Mr. Dawson also established the Family
Center City Camp which provided day care for
150 children during the summer months, and
Camp Mishnoah, a summer resident camp
that provided a quality multicultural camping
experience for thousands of girls who might
otherwise have been denied such an experi-
ence.

Mr. Dawson’s, ability to create outstanding
programs for young people is possibly sur-
passed only by his ability to raise the funds to
keep these programs in operation. Over the
years, the Family Center has experienced
major funding reductions, and despite this
loss, the center’s budget has grown and
shown an average annual excess of $37,000.
This is the result of proven investment prac-
tices by Mr. Dawson that have enabled the

Family Center to accumulate a respectable
endowment and operate deficit free for the
pass 22 years. This sound fiscal management
will ensure that the Family Center will continue
its outstanding work for many years to come.

On behalf of the citizens of the Second
Congressional district of Massachusetts, I
would like to offer a heartfelt thanks to Henry
Dawson for his tireless work with young peo-
ple and wish him the best as he begins his re-
tirement. His contributions to the youth of
Springfield are immeasurable and I am hon-
ored to represent such an outstanding individ-
ual. People like Henry Dawson are the reason
the Boys and Girls Clubs of America have
been able to make such a difference in the
lives of America’s youth for the past century.
Thank you Henry and good luck.
f
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Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
for the second time in as many years for the
same reason, to recognize the Thorndale High
School Bulldogs for their State football cham-
pionship.

I extend my sincere congratulations to head
coach Don Cowan and the Bulldogs of
Thorndale, TX, who captured the 1995 Class
1A State Championship on December 23,
1995 before a crowd of 8,000 at Gordon
Wood Stadium in Brownwood, TX. Defeating
the Roscoe Plowboys 14 to 7, the Bulldogs
extended their winning streak to 32 games.
This feat places Thorndale in a select class
with 4 other schools as the only teams in
Texas high school football history to post
back-to-back 16-win seasons.

The Bulldogs won their second consecutive
State championship and third in 6 years with
intense defense. Thorndale’s defense, stingy
all year, held its opponents to single-digit scor-
ing in all but four of its games, six of which
were shutouts. The Bulldogs’ defense was so
tenacious against Roscoe that it forced four
interceptions and limited the Plowboys to only
nine first downs, two in the second half.

I urge my colleagues to join me today in
recognizing and honoring true champions—the
players, coaches, students, parents, and citi-
zens of Thorndale, TX.
f
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Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, President
Clinton once wrote:

. . . the best strategy to ensure and build a
lasting peace is to support the advance of de-
mocracy elsewhere.

I concur with this statement, and I add that
in order to establish security within our own
borders, we must also ensure democracy and
security within the borders of the countries

close to the United States. Guatemala is one
of those countries.

Mr. Speaker, the second round of elections
in Guatemala are to be held on January 7,
1996. The people of Guatemala are praying
for a legitimate, democratic election. One that
will guarantee substantial changes from the
past governments and give them hope for true
democracy in their own country. If this does
not come to pass, then more Guatemalans will
come illegally into the United States. At this
time, just in Florida alone, there are more than
50,000 Guatemalan immigrants who have
come in hopes of finding the American dream
of true democracy and justice, something they
have been denied for years in their own coun-
try. The corruption in Guatemala must stop,
and the United States is the only country that
has the power to terminate such activity.

Both the President and Congress should
make it a priority to see that honest, fraudu-
lent-free elections are held there. As with the
elections in Haiti and Nicaragua, the United
States should send a cadre of officials to Gua-
temala to ensure that the voters will not be co-
erced in any way. The resources that we are
currently utilizing to maintain illegals within our
country would be better spent tending to the
elimination of such corruption, which drives
emigres to our soil. Additionally, we should al-
ways consider the quality of life for U.S. citi-
zens who reside in these strained countries.

Mr. Speaker, we seek the security of our
Nation and we hold dear our own ideals, but
too often we disregard the ideals of others liv-
ing in nations less fortunate, where corruption
runs rampant. By taking precautions now, we
can lighten the burdens we will have to carry
later. I therefore urge President Clinton to
order the State Department to monitor the up-
coming election in Guatemala, so as to ensure
that they are fair and democratic.
f
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Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to

congratulate Elmer and Mary Simonis in cele-
brating their golden wedding anniversary. For
50 years, Elmer and Mary have demonstrated
true devotion and commitment to each other,
their family, and their community.

Throughout his career, Elmer’s work with
the space program led to his involvement in
producing the guidance systems for our moon
shots. He also spent time assembling the
moon buggy. Mary kept busy with the chil-
dren’s Parent-Teacher Association, Brownies,
and Girl Scouts. And, she still found time to
work as a nurse’s aid in a local hospital.

Together they have resided for 21 years on
Grove Street in Muskego, WI. Here they
raised three lovely daughters, Mary, Donna,
and Annette. Growing up, the girls had won-
derful role models in parents who were active
in various school and church functions. Now,
the Simonis’ love extends further to their nine
beautiful grandchildren.

As we begin 1996, it is with great pleasure
that I extend my warmest wishes for a won-
derful 50th anniversary and many more happy
returns to Elmer and Mary Simonis.
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